
World Literature           Semester I  
jubrock@rochester.k12.mn.us (basic communication) 
thespartanforum@gmail.com (turning in assignments, feedback, etc.) 
Mrs. Julie Brock         
Office hours: 1, 5 & 7 
Room 2-248                    !
Overview: World Literature focuses on archetypes and perspectives. We look at literature from around the world and 
focus on how story elements are universal, but personal stories are not. This course teaches students the skills needed in 
order to synthesis information from a variety of places; analyze literature through a variety of perspectives; develop and 
support an original argument (written). !
Class culture: Every place we exist has a culture standard, within this space the values are relatively simple: 
kindness, openness, and cohesiveness.  !
Learner Goals: Students will be asked to set specific goals within the following areas: 
Read analytically (purposefully, taking notes, and formulating ideas and connections) 
Think critically (consider and seek understanding about the other perspectives, meanings, and ideas presented before 
formulating your own argument) 
Write intentionally (know what you are writing about, how you want to write it, and why it is being written) 
Communicate effectively and respectfully (be mindful about how you address others in the class, maintain adherence to 
the class culture) !
Communication: 
Effective communication is key to any collaborative setting. Not only do we need to understand each other’s perspective, 
we need to work closely with one another. In here, you must listen to others and wait to react until you have formulated a 
response to what was said. Discuss ideas, not people. Be mindful of others' perspectives and disagree with the idea, but 
not the person. We are humans with feelings, so keep that in mind as you formulate your responses. In addition to in class 
conversations, you can access information about what is going on in class by checking the website – http://
mayobrock.wordpress.com regularly. !
Assessment 
Grading Scale: 100-89.5% = A   89.5-79.5% = B       79.5-69.5% = C 69.5-59.5% = D   59.5% and below = F  !
Skyward is a record of feedback. It provides parents and students the opportunity to see productivity and growth. This 
class is a portfolio based course. Students are expected to set goals for quality of work in each of the learner goals. 
Students will conference (rubric attached) with Brock at each quarter in order to assess progress and modify expectations. 
This class is a total points class, which means quarter is our actual mid quarter  !
Summative assessments:     60% 
Formative assessments:(evidence of progress)   15% 
Final portfolio:       25% !!
Portfolio will include the following of professional/publishable work: 
Four goals (reading, writing, thinking, communicating):  
 A = Goals and growth are supported with relevant and real examples, modifications, and assessment  
 B = Goals and growth are supported with examples, modifications, and assessment 
 C = Goals and growth are somewhat supported with examples, modifications, and assessment 
 D = Goals and growth are incomplete and may not be supported with examples, modifications, and assessment 
 F = There is not enough present to assess 
Formative assessments (homework, etc.): 
 A = All are present, assessed, and thoroughly self-noted for improvement 
 B = All are present, assessed, and self-noted for improvement 
 C = 2/3 of essays are present, assessed and may be noted for improvement 
 D = 1/2 of essays are present, assessed, and may be noted for improvement 
 F = There is not enough present to assess 
Summative assessments: 
 A = All are present, assessed, and thoroughly self-noted for improvement 
 B = All are present, assessed, and self-noted for improvement 
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 C = 2/3 of essays are present, assessed and may be noted for improvement 
 D = 1/2 of essays are present, assessed, and may be noted for improvement 
 F = There is not enough present to assess 
Goal fmodifications 
 A = Goal is discussed with Brock and modifided  
 F = Goal is not discussed with Brock or modified !
Summative assessments are typically writing assignments, or projects completed at the end of each unit of study. The goal 
of summative assessments is to determine student skill mastery for each unit.  Summative assessments do provide 
feedback to the teacher and student about areas of improvement and these assessments are graded. There will be 
opportunities for students to improve upon most summative assessments.   !
Late Work Policy:  The most important aspect of any assignment is that you complete it. Nothing is gained by an 
incomplete assignment. Please see me if you are unable to meet a deadline; I cannot ensure that your grade will not be 
impacted, but I can ensure that you understand the assignment and receive all assistance necessary to complete the 
assignment.  !
Essay Final Draft Requirements:  

• All final drafts of major assignments will be typed/word-processed.   
• Please complete all work by using proper sentence form, grammar, usage and mechanics. 
• Drafts must be in correct MLA format; if an essay does not include correct MLA format, the essay will be 

returned and considered late.   
• All writing is the original work of the author. Upon the use of outside sources, ideas and words must be properly 

cited within the document and on a works cited page. Plagiarism is not accepted and will result in an automatic 
zero for the assignment. Ongoing plagiarism issues will result in course failure.  !

Required Materials 
folder/binder, noteboook/device in which you can take notes, pen/pencil, google drive, text we are studying 
and an open mind 

(DON’T throw anything away!)  !
Attendance Guidelines and Accommodations 

• Students who must miss class are required to communicate with me as soon possible upon their return. If 
knowledge of future absence is known, student must communicate with me and complete as much work as 
possible prior to absence.  

• My contact information is provided on this syllabus, and my expectation is that students use the provided 
information. I check email regularly throughout the day and evening, thus this is the best form of communication 
to use if absent or in need of extra assistance.  

• Please utilize mayobrock.wordpress.com  to seek out information missed during absences.   

Punctuality: The amount of time between classes (5 minute) provides enough time to get to class; prompt arrival is not 
only courteous, it is expected.  Failure to be in the classroom and prepared to begin at the time of the bell will result in a 
marking of tardy on Skyward.  Problems with frequent late arrival will result in parent communication and, potential, 
administrative referral.  

The Writing Center/Literacy Lab: On a daily basis MWF, the writing center/literacy lab is open for student use. 
Teachers and upperclassmen are available to assist students of all grades in essay writing and reading comprehension. 
Students are able to set up an appointment date in advance or drop in at any time and someone may be available to assist 
with writing. The benefit of having a new set of eyes read through an essay or provide you feedback on writing or reading 
material is invaluable.  

Cell Phone Use: 
This is a “bring your own device” BYOD class, which means I expect you to use your device for class related tasks. 
Please use professional discretion while in class.  
Do not text people who you know are working or in class at that time, instead make note to do that during passing time  
Do not play games on your device or the lab computers while in class, instead, ask for guidance on your goals 



Excuse yourself to take a call that is important - best reception is at the top of door 6 or under the skylights 
If you are having a hard time using your phone in a professional manner, see Brock for tips. !
Course of study: 
Introduction:  
 Topics covered: 
 basic overview of: annotation, argument development, close reading, perspectives; archetypes 
 Main text:  
 The Kite Runner Khaled Hosseini 
 Tasks: 
 goal setting, well-developed analysis; story 
Sight v Blindness: 
 Topics covered: 
 What do we choose to see? What do we choose to ignore? Why? 
 Main Text: 
 Oedipus Rex Sophocles 
 Tasks: 
 analysis; annotation; socratic seminar; essays 
Antihero: 
 Topics covered: 
 What makes a hero? 
 Main Text: 
 Hamlet Shakespeare 
 Tasks: 
 character analysis; annotation; in class essays 
The Fool: 
 Topics covered: 
 truths that are left for the fools; the wit of comics/critics 
 Main Text: 
 “A Modest Proposal” Jonathan Swift; The Inferno Dante Alighieri 
 Tasks:  
 essay; Capstone development; book analysis and lit groups  
The Journey: 
 Topics covered: 
 Synthesis of year 
 Main Text: 
 Of your choice 
 Tasks: 
 Capstone


